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Ni agara Region Update
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Coordinatorés Corner
Amy Kochem, FORCES Program Coordinagtor
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Taconic Region Updat e
Joshua Di Paol a, Natural Resource Spgeci
This past fall, the Stewards$hip Team and FORCES
St ewards of Rockefeller State Park Preserve (RSPR)
focused their efforts on do¢umenting fauna biodivler s
the restoration of key habitats which were vulnerjabl
degradation. William Starkey and Angelica Ter mi ng, t
key fall FORCES Stewards of | RSPP, assisted with t]he
pl acement and review of wildlife cameras throughofut
preserve, with specific focls on predatory speci €es s
coyot e, bobcat , and fisher. Through countl ess ses|sio
trial and error, as wel |l as|hours of hiking through
on cold days, we were able o successfully documegnt
|l arge coyotes and a heal t hy r——ofF—bobocats
Al ongside fauna initiatives was an unexpected wil|l dl
rehab, which |iterally | anded on our doorstep. Commo
snapping turtles typically hatch within their nes|t
summer to early fall, upon which they either make a
scramble to the nearestwiwat eér body or they will ovler
within their nest until the|following spring. To |our
on a cold day in | ate fall,|a snapping turtle hat|chl
found | eaning against our office door with an injlure
showing signs of stress from cold exposure. Willilam
assisted the Natur al Resour¢ce Specialist with rehabi
this turtle back to health &and it is currently show
promi sing signs of health, ith an anticipated rell ea
spring of 2021.
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vegetation, specifdftctarbyrbs{photo: OPRHP
bittersweet, and Japanese al
The aforementioned invasives were encroaching or vig
red maple, ash tree saplings, and other wildfl owers
healthier balance of native flora and to make our | a
St ewards worked alongside RSPP stewardship staf-ipto
with the propagation of native fl ora.
AThis experience has i mproved my academic exper.
experience the process needed to conduct a state
I am al so able to use my new knowledge in a prof
| earned ranged from camera trapping, aquatic ani
ma mma | trapping, trai.l mai ntenance, and much mor
expectations for the better. o

~Feli x Gonzal ez, Pace University
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